
September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael. Powell 
Federal Communications Comission 
4-45 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

oC'1 II 4 2004 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and 0th minotity communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. 3ut pending before the FCC is  a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consmm nationwide. 

I understand that the ECC is considering applying %-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges, 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell. the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these sexvices 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissionex Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RECElVED 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon setvices upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC i s  considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone sentice, rely upon these prepaid d i n g  cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for stayhg connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will diredly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the mst of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell. the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumm and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card s d c e s .  

Sincerely, n 

W 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathlem Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RECEIVED 
OL‘T 1 4 2004 

federal Co; mimatlsns Commission 
Ofltce of the Sectctavy 

RE: WC Docket No, 03-133 

Dear Chairman PoweIl: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-inoome families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military fardies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank aocounts, or the meaus to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone sertrice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected -to make phone calls to look for a job, for afFordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden €ea or 
charges. In economioally disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. n e  fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fcom these services. Please stop any effbrt to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
chuges and other fees. 

d&: Commissioner Michael Cops 
Commjssioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 RECEIVED 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comunications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that wodd jnlxoduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘4n-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid adling card services. Many Hispanics, pdcularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - Without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the pice of 
prepaid services will directly harm, those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount ro a substantial incretlse in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling w d s  to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would dxiw up prices and would certaidy make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and rehse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 RECEIVED 
Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

O C T  1 4 2004 

Federal Conmunication:: Cxnnmission 
Office of the Secr&ay 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the mean9 to pay a large 
deposit for l o 4  telephone service. For these comumas, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offfer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumex groups because thq are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would M e 1  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantidy increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain &om these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling w d  services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have tbe credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit f i r  Iocal telephone senice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, fm affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as them are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, mnmers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards inorease. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden wouId fall squarely upon chose coflsumecs that can 
least a&rd to bear it. 

Adding m e w  charges to be paid to local telephone companies will. substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

U ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



Septernbex 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal CornmUnications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

445 12th strset, S.W. 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden c..arges ani 
calling card services. 

fees on prepaid 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior Citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon Catling card semices for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumm literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state.’’ access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The ftxs would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consufners that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to locaf telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the beaefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03- 133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch wih family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charge and fees upon servircm upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, pdcularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accoutlts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordabfe rates, Students, immigrants, sdor citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid senices will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amaunt to a substantid increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged COIISL~~CTS. Allowing the 
Iarge, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for cunsurnm and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michacl Powell. 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-1 33 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the PCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon sexvices upon which we 
depend, immediately batming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes OT those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, t h y  
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: commission+M*1 copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federa! Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minoxities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military farnilies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay mmected -to make phone calls to look for a job, for affdable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointmat, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged my Consumetg litaally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards am indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are m aAFordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least a s r d  to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companim will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fkom these services. Please stop my effort to mise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and otha fees. 

Sincerely, A 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Comrnissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

L 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Mting to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card seMces. 

Minorities; lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
&litary families rely upon calling card services for a variety ofneeds. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, baulc accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumem, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with famiry and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumem literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would -el directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these savices. Please stop any dart to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairmen Powell: 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studeats and 
military fmilies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
m s u m e r s  do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local tdephone service. For these cbnsumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected -to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordabIe 
housing, make a doctor’s appointmeat, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and m c t a b l e  cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economidly disadvantaged mas, consumetg literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state’’ access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid d s ,  jeopardizing tho benefits Hispanic and otha 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any ffirt to raise rates on Ametican 
cons~mers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

us: Cornmissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin M d n  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



Sqember  16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, f b m  looking for a job or af€ordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charge3 and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit his to^^, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone senice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others facc 
similar challenges. 

As a r m l t  prqaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial incxease in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a 
substantially 

would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 

calling card services. 

issioner Michael Copps 
&&ssioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and Wends. But pending before the FCC i s  a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is  considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
OA certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, s d o r  citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling csrds are the only option available -without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least af3ord price increases. 

Lmposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged comers .  Allowing the 
large, 1 0 4  tcIephone companies to collect such charges, even when they clo not sell the 
calling card to a custmer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantidy less affordable. Please look out for cons~ullm and refuse to impose new 
access charEes and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Co&ssion& Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comunicatiom Commission 
44s 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, oollege students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay CONlected - to make phone calls to look far a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fi-iends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden €em or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, COIISURIBIS l i t d l y  risk being 
disconnected if the prices of tbesc cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other coflsumec groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upan those oonsll~ners that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local delephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Amerjcan 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelst& 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, s. w. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new bidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling oard services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many o f  these 
c w m e m  do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumem, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay comected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch. with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and prwliatable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid call@ cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups became they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what thc FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would faIl squarely upon those coftsumezs that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bacfits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subjeat to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college scudem and 
military families rely upon calling card setvices for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, far affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and film&, 

These cards offer convenience and predictabIe cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers litetally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid caltlng cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price bikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large. local 
telephone companies while the butden would fall squarely upon tho* consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

s s i o n e r  Michael Copps 
Commisskmr Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Mhorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
rnditary fmilies rely upon calling card s d c e g  for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, fbr affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumem literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other mnsumm groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘%-state” access 
charges and other fees on p p a i d  cards. The feeg would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute chargm on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consmers and deoide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

&-- 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Cons 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Comnissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman MichaeI Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03 -I 33 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
militaxy families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bauk accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. Far rheae c o n m a ,  a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look h r  a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumem literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. hepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and orher consumer groups because they NE an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls,jeopardiiing the bencfits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these Services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these s e r v i w  are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael C o p  
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Cornision 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, imigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. Xn cconornically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an flordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain h m  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumem and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
ConVnissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-1 33 

Dear Chainnan Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impase new hidden charge and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income fdlies,  senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon ~a l lhg  card serrices for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumem, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fkiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cast, as there are no hidden fms or 
charges. Xn economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consrrmer groups because they are an a&rdable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will. do if it inflicts new “in-statc” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would fume1 directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least a&rd to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jmpardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these semices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumem and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
cdlieg card senrices. 

Minorities, lower-income fmilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
miIitary families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor‘s appointment or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, umsumm literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these end other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall. squarely upon those Consumen that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain f?om these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
c o n s m a  and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant ne-w access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner: Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military f d l i e s  rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone seroice. For these consmen, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

Thege cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged area, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these car& increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for hcse and other c o m e r  groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to beat it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will. substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
c ~ m u m ~ s  and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges a n z q  ~ 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dcar Chaitman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services fox a variety of needs. Many of these 
consmers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. h economically disadvantaged areas, wn.sumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to rcjpIat 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would hmel  &redly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall quarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these senrices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

sincaely, % 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RF: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services, 

Minorities, lower-income fmilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college student$ and 
military families rely upon calling card services fir a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone sewice. Fox these consumers, a prepaid oard may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there axe no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
fbr these and other c o m e r  groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state'' access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fa11 squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain &om these semices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Amexican 
comumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

W 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copp 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 


